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THE TRAGEDY OF RICHARD THE THIRD
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SHAKESPEARE WROTE HIS PLAY, "RICHARD THE THIRD” ABOUT 1593 AND IT WAS
HIS FIRST GREAT SLICCESSFUL PLAY. IT WAS THE FIRST SHAKESPEAREAN PLAY
ACTED PROFESSIONALLY IN AMERICA IN {750, AND WAS ABRAHAM LINCOLN'S
FAVORITE. HE KNEW THE WHOLE PLAY BY HEART.

THERE ARE THREE WAYS THAT WE CAN READ OR WATCH THIS PLAY. ONE WAY IS
TO SEE \T AS A HISTORY ABOUT ENGLAND BEFORE SHAKESPEARE 'S TIME, EVEN
THoUGH HE CHANGED SOME OF THE FACTS TO MAKE IT MORE INTERESTING.

ANOTHER WAY OF UNDERSTANDING THE PLAY IS TO SEE IT AS A STUDY OF HOow
PEOPLE GET ALONG WITH EACH OTHER AT HOME, IN SCHOOL , OR IN THE WHOLE
WORLD . THE PLAY WARNS ABOUT THE DANGERS OF POWER ...THAT IT CAN BE
USED FOR SELFISH REASONS OR FOR LOVING REASONS . IF PEOPLE IN A SOCIETY
GET TOO SELFISH, THEN THEY DON'T WORK TOGETHER AND THINGS BEGIN TO FALL
APART. .

A THIRD WAY OF UNDERSTANDING THIS PLAY (S TO SEE ALL OF THE CHARACTERS
LIWVING WITHIN OUR OWN SELVES. EACH ONE OF THEM WOULD LIKE TO RULE US,
WE MUST CHOOSE WHICH “SELF” WILL BE OUR KING. IF WE ALLOW THE “RICHARD"”
WITHIN US TO RULE US WE WILL BE LOSERS BECAUSE LIFE WILL NOT LET US GET
AWAY WITH HURTING ONE ANOTHER . THE “OLD MARGARET” WITHIN US TELLS US
THIS., SHE 1S LIKE OUR CONSCIENCE. WE MUST CHOOSE THE "“"RICHMOND” WITHIN
US TO BE OUR RULER. AND BE ENTHRONED IN THE PALACE OF OUR MINDS. THEN
WE WILL BE WINNERS AND HAVE PEACE WITHIN OURSELVES, AND ALL THE
REALLY IMPORTANT THINGS IN LIFE WILL COMETO US.

AND NOW, AS WE READ AND WATCH RICHARD THE THIRD, LET'S HAVE SOME
FUN TRYING TO FIGURE OUT WHICH PART OF OURSELVES EACH CHARACTER
gspzessﬂrs. iT'S FUN TO LAUGH AT YOURSELF. IT'S ALSO ONE OF THE WAYS TO

ROW.
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T AMm DETERMINED ue STORY OF RICHARD THE THIRD BEGINS WHERE HENRY
TO PROVE A VILLAIN THE SIXTH” LEFT OFF. EDWARD OF YORK 1S NOW THE KING
AND HATE THE \DLE OF ENGLAND AND THERE 1S PEACE THROUGHOUT THE
PLEASURES OF LAND. BUT RICHARD GLOUCESTER, KING EDWARD’S
THESE DAYS... BROTHER, DOESN'T LIKE PEACE . FOR HIM, IT IS TOO
®\ PLOTS I HAVE LAID.. PEACEFUL. . IT I8 LIKE A SUMMER VACATION WITH NO
FRIENDS AND NOTHING TO DO BUT LAY AROUND AND
COMPLAIN. HE LOOKS IN THE MIRROR AND COMPLAINS
ABOUT HIS UGLINESS. HE COMPLAINS ABOUT THE DOGS
BARKING AT HiM WHEN HE WALKS BY. HE COMPLAINS
THAT GIRLS DON'T LIKE HIM, RICHARD THINKS HE CAN'T
BE HAPPY... UNLESS HE WERE KING INSTEAD OF EDWARD,
BEING KING IS THE ONLY THING RICHARD CAN THINK OF
THAT WOULD BE FLIN, SO HE STARTS TO DO SOME EVIL
SCHEMING.
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N\
NOW 1S THE WINTER OF OLIR DISCONTENT |
MADE GLORIOUS SUMMER BY THIS -




WE ARE NOT SAFE  CLARENCE , WE
ARE NOT SAFE ...YOUR IMPRISON -

MENT SHALL NOT BE LONG ; T WiLL
DELIVER You, OR ELSE LIE FOR.YoU,
MEANTIME, HAVE PATIENCE.
N

|s FIRST SCHEME IS TO MAKE KING
EDWARD SUSPICIOUS OF HIS OTHER
BROTHER, THE DUKE OF CLARENCE,
HE MAKES EDWARD THINK THAT
CLARENCE 1S PLOTTING TO MAKE
HIMSELF KING OF ENGLAND. SO
KING EDWARD HAS CLARENCE AR-
RESTED AND LOCKED UP IN THE
TOWER OF LONDON. AS THE TWO
GUARDS ESCORT CLARENCE TO THE
TOWER, THEY PASS RICHARD. HE
ACTS AMAZED THAT THE KING
WOULD DO SUCH A THING . HE BLAMES
EVERYTHING ON LADY GREY, KING
EDWARD'S WIFE . HE SAYS THAT
SHE IS STIRRING UP TROUBLE AND
SPREADING LIES ABOUT PEOPLE.
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Fout. DEVIL ... THOV
LUMP oF FOVUL DEFORM-
ITY ... THOU KNOWEST
NOR LAW OF GOD NOR.
MAN .

mur BEFORE THE BIG PUSH FOR KING, RICH-
MUST PROVE SOMETHING . |F HE COULD WIN
THE HEART OF BEAUTIFUL LADY ANNE, THEN
HE WOULD FEEL POWERFUL AND EVERY- | L] )
THING ELSE HE WANTS WILL BE EASY COM- TN
PARED TO THIS. BUT THE ODDS ARE AGAINST 71 1) N
HIM, HE HAS ALREADY KILLED LADY ANNE'S | | | |
HUSBAND AND HER FATHER-IN-LAW, KING = TH.
HENRY. LADY ANNE DOESN'T LIKE RICHARD |
ONE BIT.

THE FUNERAL MARCH FOR POOR. DEAD KING =
HENRY IS COMING DOWN THE STREET, AND

Twas Tuy
BEAUTY THAT
PROVOKED ME.

LADY ANNE WALKS BESIDE THE CORPSE AS //_J / 53
IT IS BEING CARRIED. RICHARD COMES UP (7 ujf -y
TO TALK TO HER . ANNE CALLS RICHARD SOME [/ % } A5
BAD NAMES AND THEN GETS HIM TO ADMIT i LT |
THE CRIMES HE HAS COMMITTED . BUT RICH- D, S X
ARD COMVINCES HER THAT HEDID THEM ALL | {1 ~_2/ |
BECAUSE OF HiS LOVE FOR HER. HE EVEN P = e I S
OFFERS TO LET HER STAB HIM WITH HIS OWN ]Z//v / N A
\ It r

SWORPD IF THAT WILL MAKE HER HAPPY. U



RICHARD IS HONESTLY SORRY FOR ALL THE PAIN AND
HEARTACHE HE HAS CAUSED HER . SHE FINALLY SAYS
THAT SHE WILL MARRY HIM. RICHARD HAS FOOLED
PRETTY LADY ANNE WITH HIS SUGAR TONGUE.

ow LADY ANNE HAS WEAKENED. SHE IS SURE THAT 6 é gf‘" @ d
®
®

WAS EVER WOMAN IN THIS HHUMOR
WOOED 7 WAS EVER WOMAN IN THIS
HUMOR WonN 7 I’LL HAVE HER, BuT
I WIiLL NOT KEEP HER LONGr.

I AM CREPT N

FAVOR WITH mh ll
MYSELF, i
¢ 6 ‘ AFTER RICHARD IS ALONE, HE LAUGHS TO
@ A \w HIMSELF AS HE THINKS ABOUT How SILLY
©° AND DUMB LADY ANNE IS TO BELIEVE ALL

LADY ANNE.
NOW RICHARD SEES HIMSELF AS STRONG,
SMART AND HANDSOME ., IT MAY TURN
OUT TO BE A FUN SUMMER AFTER ALL.

, ,f THE LIES HE HAS TOLD HER. HE ALSO
Lg) THINKS ABOUT HOW CLEVER AND SMART
HE HAS BEEN DURING HIS VISIT WITH



-r THE PALACE , QUEEN ELIZABETH IS VISIT-

1533 ’%ﬁ/& &@Cg ING WITH SOME OF HER RELATIVES . SHE IS

= VERY WORRIED. KING EDWARD, HER HUSBAND,
IS AWFULLY SICK AND WHAT WOULD HAPPEN
IF HE SHOULD DIE 2 SHE 1S MOSTLY AFRAID
THAT HER YOUNG SON, THE DUKE OF YORK,
WOULD HAVE TO GO LIVE WITH UNCLE RICHARD
wWHO HAS NO LOVE TO GIVE TO ANYONE.

T FEAR OUR HAPPINESS
IS AT THE HEIGHT.

BECAUSE I CANNOT FLATTER
AND LOOK FAIR ,SMILE IN

MEN'S FACES , SMOOTH,

DECEWE AND COG, DPUCK
WITH FRENCH NODS AND
AND APISH COURTESY, L
MUST BE HELD A RANCOROVS
ENEMY.

SUPDDENLY, WITHOUT KNOCKING, RICHARD COMES INTO
THE ROOM, HE ANGRILY ACCUSES QUEEN ELIZARETH OF
TELLING LIES ABOUT HIM TO THE KING. HE ALSO BLAMES
HER FOR POOR CLARENCE'S IMPRISONMENT. PRETTY
SOON THERE 1S A BIG ARGUMENT BETWEEN RICHARD
AND EVERYONE ELSE.



EANWH!LE ,OLD

HEARD THE WHOLE CONVERSATION. SHE
HAS BEEN HIDING IN THE ROOM . MARG~
ARET |S THE WIFE OF OLD KING HENRY

WHOM RICHARD KILLED. RICHARD ALSO

COME BACK FROM FRANCE TO PUTA
CURSE ON THE WHOLE HOUSE OF YORK .
LI\KE THE SPIRIT OF JUSTICE, SHE COMES
TO REMIND EVERYBODY THAT WHEN You!
SEND EVIL INTO THE WORLD, IT JUST
MAKES A CIRCLE AND COMES BACK ON
THE SENDER . MARGARET SHOULD KNOW
BECAUSE IT HAPPENED TO HER. MARG-
ARET CALLS RICHARD ALL KINDS OF

QUEEN MARGARET HAS

FOUL WRINKLED )/ THEY THAT STAND HIGH
WITCH / HAVE MANY BLASTS
TO SHAKE THEM, AND

IF THEY FALL, THEY
) DASH THEMSELVES

-r}.l‘-.'_g

KILLED HER LITTLE SON. NOW SHE HAS

{

NAMES BECAUSE SHE HATES HIM, (- N\ |
WA e

NOW THAT MARGARET IS THERE TO HASSLE THEM, [

THEY ALL BECOME FRIENDS AGAIN TO GANG UP ON ‘ |

HER, THEY REMIND HER THAT WAR 1S LIKE THAT : AL L

EVIL BREEDS EVIL AND IN THE END, EVERYBODY A AR ||

GETS ALL STICKY AND DIRTY WITH HATRED. MAR- Ll S

GARET, HERSELF HAS CAUSED MANY PEATHS, IN-
CLUDING RICHARD'S FATHER AND HIS LITTLE
BROTHER.




Your EVES DROP MILLSTONES WHEN

FooLs’' EVES FALLTEARS . I L\KE
YOu LADS ; ABOUT YOUR BUSINESS | WE GO TO USE

STRAIGHT. GO, GO, DISPATCH. OUR HANDS AND

NOT OUR
TONGUES.

A IFTER EVERYONE LEAVES THE

ROOM, RICHARD GREETS TWO
MEN. THEY ARE ON THEIR

WAY TO THE TOWER OF LONDON
BY ORDERS OF RICHARD. FOR
RICHARD TELLS THEM PRECISELY
WHAT SHOULD BE DONE WITH
CLARENCE WHO |S LOCKEP UP

THERE.
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MEANWHMILE, CLARENCE, IN THE TOWER,_HAS
/_\A/_W_\’V\ JUST HAD A TERRIBLE NIGHTMARE . HE
CLARENCE (S COME , FALSE, FLEETING, DREAMEP THAT HE FELL OFFASHIP AND HAD

| PERTURED CLARENCE THAT STAB-’ PROWNED. THERE WAS THE GURGLE OF
BED ME IN THE FIELD BY TEWKS- WATER IN HIS EARS . HE sAwW A THOUSAND
BURY . SEIZE ON HIM, FURIES, SHIPWRECKS FROM BLOODY WARS AND
TAKE HIM LINTO TORMENT. HUNDREDS OF DEAD MEN AT THE BOTTOM
OF THE SEA ... TOGETHER WITH PILES OF
PRECIOUS TREASURES. HE PREAMED THAT
HE HAD GONE TO " THE KINGDOM OF PER -
PETUAL NIGHT ” AND HAD MET THE GHOSTS
OF MEN HE HAD KILLED. HE SAYS THAT HE
HAS DONE ALL THIS KILLING FOR HIS BROTHER,
EDWARD, AND NOW EDWARD HAS SENT
HIM TO PRISON.

V34 Tife xouer

SO FULL OF DISMAL TERROR WAS THE TIME...
I HAVE DONE THESE THINGS THAT Now
GIVE EVIDENCE AGAINST MY SOUL FOR
EDWARD'S SAKE, AND SEE HOW HE RE -
QUITES ME /




HEN CLARENCE GOES BACK TO SLEEP, THE
TWO MEN WHOM RICHARD HAS SENT, COME
INTO THE ROOM AND THEN THEY BEGIN TO
ARGUE WITH ONE ANOTHER.. ONE OF THEM
WISHES THAT HE HAD STAVED HOME.
THEN THEY ARGUE WITH CLARENCE AFTER
HE WAKES UP. CLARENCE THINKS THAT
THEY SHOULD SPARE HIS LIFE, BUT HE
LOSES THE ARGUMENT. THEY STAB HIM
AND DROP HIM INTO A BARREL OF WINE.
THAT'S THE END OF CLARENCE.

REMEMBER OUR REWARD
WHEN THE DEED'S DONE.

ERRONEOUS VAssaLs /

—_

FAITH, SOME
CERTAIN DREGS
OF CONSCIENCE
ARE YET WITHIN
ME.

1
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WHY, 0. Now I HAVE DONE A GOOD DAY'S WORK .
You PEERS, CONTINUE THIS UNITED LEAGUE.

DISSEMBLE NOT YOUR HATRED, SWEAR YOUR
LOVE. ,

BY HEAVEN, MY SoulL
IS PURGED FROM
GRUDGING HATE.

2\ N .
_ ;,J\J\J’\}H % \ \QLO\@ /‘/
G € / / N Q
WJA& 'j .':f ﬁO @ %:J :II J“'
[ Tar” [ = 7 IaSling EDWARD 15 VERY ILL AND CLOSE
P : TO DEATH. AROUND HIM ARE GATHER-

= = ED HIS NOBLES
THE KING ASKS

AND QUEEN ELIZABETH.
THEM ALL TO SWEAR

,, THEIR FRIENDSHIP TO EACH OTHER SO
i THAT HE CAN DIE IN PEACE.
i



‘TIS DEATH TO ME TO
BE AT ENMITY L
HATE IT, AND DESIRE
ALL GOOD MENS’ LOVE.
...I THANK MY GOD
FOR MY HUMILITY....
THE GENTLE DUKE IS

GLOUCESTER , WE
HAVE DONE DEEDS
OF CHARITY, MADE
PEACE OF ENMITY, FAIR
LOVE OF HATE, BETWEEN
THESE SWELLING WRONG

INCENSED PEERS.

lCHARD COMES N, MAKES FRIENDS WITH EVERY-

BODY ACCORDING TO THE KING'S WISHES, AND THEN
ANNOUNCES THAT CLARENCE 1S PEAD.

13



ﬂHE OLD DUCHESS OF YORK , THE MOTHER
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ALAS, L AM THE MOTHER OF THESE
GRIEFS /.. SHE FOR AN EDWARD WEEPS,
AND SO PO I ; I FOR A CLARENCE WEEP
SO DOTH NOT SHE, THESE
BABRES FOR CLARENCE
WEEP, AND SODOI.
T FOR' AN EDWARD
WEEP, 50 DO NOT
THEY. ALAS ... THREEFOLD

OF SICK KING EDWARD AND POOR DEAD
CLARENCE, TELLS HER TWO GRAND - )
CHILDREN OF THEIR FATHER CLARENCES
TRAGIC MISHAP IN THE TOWER OF LON~
DON. NOW ELIZABETH COMES IN TO TELL
THEM THAT KING EPWARD HAS DIED.

THIS MEANS THAT NOW QUEEN ELIZABETH
IS A WIDOW, THE CHILDREN ARE WITHOUT
A FATHER, AND THE DUCHESS OF YORK
HAS LOST TWO SONS AND HAS ONLY ONE
LEFT;.. RICHARD CROOKBACK . THIS ALSO
MEANS THAT Now ENGLAND 15 WITHOUT

A KING. THIS 1S ONE OF THE SAPPEST
SCENES IN THE WHOLE PLAY.

AH, FOR OUR

OUR KING IS DEAD ! WHY GROW THE BRANCH-~
ES WHEN THE ROOT {S GONE ? WHY WITH-
ER NOT THE LEAVES THAT WANT THEIR

SAP ?.... ALL SPRINGS REDUCE THEIR
CURRENT TO MINE EYES.... AH FOR MINE
HUSBAND, FOR MY DEAR LORD EDWARD./

Q:Q wHe Palu (e




GOD BLESS THEE, AND PUT
MEEKNESS IN THY BREAST,
LOVE CHARITY, OBEDIENCE
AND TRUE DUTY,

MOW RICHARD ENTERS THE ROOM WITH
SOME OF HIS FRIENDS . HE TELLS EVERY~
BODY TO QUIT CRYING, BECAUSE IT
DOESN'T DO ANY GOOD AND BESIDES
THAT, THEY HAVE TO START THINKING
ABOUT THE FUTLRE .

SISTER , HAVE COMFORT,
ALL OF US HAVE CAUSE

TO WAIL THE DIMMING

OF OUR SHINING STAR;
BUT NONE CAN HELP
OUR HARMS BY
WAILING THEM.

15
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You CLOUDY PRINCES AND HEART
SORROWING PEERS THAT BEAR THIS
HEAVY MUTUAL LOAD OF MOAN, NOwW
CHEER EACH OTHER IN EACH OTHERS
LOVE . THOUGH WE HAVE SPENT OUR
HARVEST OF THIS KING, WE ARE TO
REAP THE HARVEST OF HIS SON....
ME SEEMETH GOOD THAT wiTH SOME
LITTLE TRAIN FORTHWITH FROM
LUDLOW THE YOUNG PRINCE BE FET
HITHER TO LONDON, TO BE CROWNEP
OUR KING.

Eﬂ-:v ALL START THINKING ABOUT
WHO THE NEXT KING SHOULD BE.
ALL OF A SUDDEN, BUCKINGHAM,
ONE OF RICHARD'S FRIENDS, HAS
A GOOD IDEA. AT BUCKINGHAM'S
SUGGESTION, THEY DECIDE THAT
IT SHOULD BE YOUNG PRINCE
EDWARD, THE OTHER SON OF
QUEEN ELIZABETH. ENGLAND
NEEDS A KING AS SOON AS POS-
SIBLE SO THAT THE PEOPLE DON'T
GET TOO RESTLESS.




WOE TO THAT LAND THAT'S GOVERNED BY A CHILD /
WHEN CLOUDS ARE SEEN, WISE MEN PUT ON THEIR
CLOAKS ; WHEN GREAT LEAVES FALL,K THEN WINTER
IS AT HAND ; WHEN THE SUN SETS, WHO DoTH
NOT LOOK FOR NIGHT ?

own TOWN , SOME CITI1ZENS ARE TALKING
"ABOUT THE MORNING NEWS . BY NOW, EVERY-
ONE KNOWS THAT KING EDWARD IS DEAD.
WHO WILL BE THE NEXT KING ? THE KING'S
SON, PRINCE EDWARD, IS ONLY A CHILD.
PERHAPS HE WOULD BE ABLE TO RULE IF HE
HAD SOME TRUSTWORTHY ADVISORS TO
HELP HliM .. LIKE HENRY THE SIXTH OID
WHEN HE BECAME KING AT ONLY NINE
MONTHS OLD. THINGS LOOK BAD...A CHILD
KING WITH A STAFF OF CORRUPT ADVISORS /
THE HEARTS OF THE PEOPLE ARE HEAVY,

17
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ALL .,

CoONpuUcCT
You To
SANCTUARY.

/a
:4-7le Dlale

AY ME / 1 SEE THE RUIN OF MY HOUSE,
THE TIGER NOW HATH SEIZED THE GENTLE
HIND ; INSULTING TYRANNY BEGINS TO
JUT UPON THE INNOCENT AND AWELESS
THRONE ...I SEE AS IN A MAP, THE END OF

HE SHALL SPLIT THY VERY |C0, /< ||
HEART WITH SORROW / /]

/
LORD RIVERS AND LORD Vo S /
GREY ARE SENT TO POM- N N
FRET. AND WITH THEM
SIR THOMAS VAUGHAN,
PRISONERS.

THE PALACE, EVERYBODY IS ANXIOUS FOR
PRINCE EDPWARD To ARRIVE FROM POMFRET.

A MESSENGER COMES TO ANNOUNCE THAT
RICHARD AND BUCKINGHAM HAVE SENT SOME

OF EUZABETH'S RELATIVES TO PRISON, Now
EVERYONE S SURE THAT RICHARD PLANS TO
MAKE HIMSELF KING AND PO WHATEVER HE
PLEASES. QUEEN ELIZABETH IS SO UPSET
ABOUT THIS NEWS THAT SHE DECIDES To GO
WITH THE ARCHBISHOP AND HIDE IN THE CHURCH,



muue PRINCE EDWARD ARRIVES IN LON-
DON . THERE TO GREET HIM ARE RICH-
ARD, BUCKINGHAM, LITTLE YORK, THE
MAVOR AND SOME OTHER PEOPLE.
PRINCE EPWARD WONDERS WHAT HAP-
PENED TO ALL HIS UNCLES. RICHARD 1S
THE ONLY ONE HE HAS LEFT. BUT RICH-
ARD SAYS THAT HE IS BETTER OFF
WITHOUT THEM .. THEY WEREN'T VERY
GOOD ANYWAY . EDWARD )S TIRED
AND HUNGRY FROM HIS TRIP AND
RICHARD TELLS HIM THAT HE HAS AL-

READY ARRANGED ACCOMMODATIONS
@ FOR HE AND HIS LITTLE BROTHER IN

SWEET PRINCE, THE UNTAINTED VIRTUE OF
YOUR YEARS HATH NOT VET DIVED INTO THE
WORLD'S DECEIT ;... THOSE
UNCLES WHICH YOoU WANT
WERE DANGEROUS ;...GOD
KEEP YOU FROM THEM, AND
FROM SUCH FALSE FRIENDS.

GOD BLESS

1 WANT MORE
UNCLES HERE
TO WELCOME

THE TOWER . THERE, HE CAN CLEAN
UP AND RELAX UNTIL THE CORONATION,
BUT LITTLE YORK SAYS HE DOESN'T
~ LIKE THE TOWER. BESIDES THAT, HE
WOULDN'T HAVE FUN WITH UNCLE
1 CLARENCE’'S GHOST AROCUND, BUT
RICHARD CONVINCES THEM THAT THE
TOWER 1S STILLTHE BEST PLACE TO
2 STAY.

3316k seiger
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=N |
P UNTIL NOW, THERE ARE FIVE \MPORT-

v ANT MEN ON RICHARD’S SIDE. BUT
TWO OF THEM DO NOT YET KNOW
THAT RICHARD 1S TRYING TO BE KING.
THESE TWO ARE STANLEY AND
HASTINGS. RICHARD WONDERS IF

4\] HE CAN TRUST THEM. WE WILL FIND

ourT.

20




1' IS FOUR O’ CLOCK IN THEMORNING . HASTINGS 1S ASLEEP WHEN THERE (S A KNOCK
ON HIS DOOR. IT 1S A MESSENGER FROM STANLEY WHO SAYS THAT STANLEY JUST
HAD A BAD DREAM, ABOUT A WILD P16 THAT CAME AND CHOPPED OFF HIS HEAD,
IT WAS EASY FOR STANLEY TO FIGURE OUT WHAT THIS MEANT, FOR RICHARD'S
PRIVATE EMBLEM IS THE PICTURE OF A WILD PIG, THE MESSENGER SAYS THAT
STANLEY (S AFRAID AND THAT HE WANTS HASTINGS TO LEAVE TOWN WITH HIM,
BUT HASTINGS TELLS THE MESSENGER TO TELL STANLEY THAT IT WAS JUST A
STUPID DREAM AND THAT HE SHOULD GO BACK TO SLEEP.

TELL HIM HIS FEARS ARE SHALLOW, ..
AND FOR HIS DREAMS, 1 WONDER
HE'S SO SIMPLE TO TRUST THE
MOCKERY OF UNQUIET
SLUMBERS . TO FLY THE
BOAR BEFORE THE BOAR
PURSUES WERE TO
INCENSE THE BOARTO
FOLLOW US AND MAKE
PURSUIT WHERE HE
DID MEAN NO CHASE.

3:2 rﬁsﬁ NG HousE,

21
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I'LL HAVE THIS CROWN OF MINE CUT
FROM MY SHOULDERS BEFORE I'LL SEE
THE CROWN SO FoUL MISPLACED...
BUT THAT I'LL GIVE MY VOICE ON

RICHARD'S SIDE TO BAR MY MASTER'S
HEIRS IN TRUE DESCENT, 60D KNOWS
I WILL NOT PO 1T, TO THE DEATH .

THE PRINCES BOTH MAKE
HIGH ACCOUNT OF You.

FOR THEY ACCOUNT
HiS HEAD UPON
THE ARIDGE.

A N
il

MASTINGS 1S THINKING ABOUT GOING BACK
TO SLEEP WHEN MORE GUESTS SHOW UP.
FIRST, IT IS CATESBY. HE REALLY COMES
AS A SPV FOR RICHARD. HE HAS GOOD
NEWS AND BAD NEWS. THE GOOP NEWS
IS THAT ELIZABETH'S RELATIVES ARE TO
BE KILLED. BUT HASTINGS DIDN'T GET
ALONG WITH THEM ANYWAY, Now, FOR
THE BAD NEWS ; RICHARD WANTS To BE
KING. BUT HASTINGS THINKS THAT
RICHARD WOULD BE A TERRIBLE KING.
NOW CATESBY KNOWS WHAT HE CAME TO

FIND OUT. SUDPDENLY THE
HOUSE GETS BUSIER. STAN-
LEY ARRIVES, THEN ANOTHER
FRIEND. THEN SUCKINGHAM
AND A PRIEST DROP BY.
HASTING GETS SO EXCITED
BY ALL THIS FUN THAT HE
TALKS TOOMUCH FOR HIS OWN
GOOD. HE BRAGS ABOUT HOW
HIS ENEMIES ARE GOING TO
BE KILLED AND ABOUT HOW
HE AND RICHARD ARE suicH
CLOSE FRIENDS.



IN HEAVEN.

O POMFRET, POMERET/
O THOU BLOODY

PRISON, FATAL

AND OMINOUS TO
NOBLE PEERS /....
WE GIVE THE OUR
GUILTLESS BLOOD TO
PRINK .

NOW MARGARET'S
CURSE IS FALL'N
UPON OUR HEADS...
FAREWELL, UNTIL
WE MEET AGAIN

YATCLIFRE LEADS THREE OF ELIZABETH'S RELATIVES

"TO THEIR DEATHS AT POMERET PRISON. THEY

ARE LORD R\WERS, THE QUEEN 'S BROTHER ; LORD
GREY, A SON OF ELIZABETH AND SIR THOMAS
VALIGHAN THESE MEN CAN Now SEE OLD
MARGARET'S CURSE COMING DOWN ON THEM.
FOR ALL THREE OF THEM STOOD BY AND DIDN'T
SAY OR DO ANYTHING WHEN RICHARD STABBED
MARGARET'S LITTLE SON AT TEWKSBURY. THIS
MAKES THEM ALMOST AS MUCH TO BLAME AS
RICHARD,

23
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mASTlNGS COMES TO A MEETING

O MOMENTARY GRACE OF MORTAL MEN,
WHICH WE MORE HUNT FOR THAN THE GRACE
OF GOD / wWHO auiLDS HIS HOPE IN AIR OF
YOUR GOOD LOOKS LIVES LIKE A DRUNKEN
SAILOR ON A MAST, READY WITH EVERY
NOD TO TUMBLE DOWN INTO THE
FATAL BOWELS OF THE

354 TlETowER

WHERE PLANS ARE BEING MADE FOR
THE CORONATION OF THE NEW KING.
HE THINKS HE 1S PRETTY SMART AT
THE MEETING LINTIL RICHARD AC~-
CUSES HIM OF BEING A TRAITOR AND
GIVES ORDERS THAT HIS HEAD BE RE-
MOVED. THIS TURNS OUT TO BE A
SCENE ABOUT THINKING . HASTINGS
THINKS ABOUT STANLEY'S DREAM AND
THE WILD P1G. HE THINKS ABoUT
WHAT AN UNLUCKY DAY T IS, FIRST,
His HORSE FELL DOWN THREE TIMES
THIS MORNING WHILE HASTINGS WAS
RIDING HIM ., THIS AFTERNOON RICH-~
ARD DOESN'T LIKE HIM AND TONIGHT
HE LOSES HIS HEAD. HE THINKS ABOUT
WHAT A FOOL HE HAS BEEN BY ALLHIS
BRAGGING. HE ALSO THINKS ABOUT
OLD MARGARET AND HER CURSE .,

THOU ART A
TRAITOR. OFF
WITH HIS
HeAap /




ms SCENE 1S ABOUT LYING AND HOW
TO USE IT TO GET WHAT YOU WANT. IF
LYING WERE TAUGHT IN SCHOOL RICH-
ARD WOULD BE A GOOD TEACHER FOR
IT. IN THIS SCENE, RICHARD IS GIVING
BUCKINGHAM SOME LESSONS ON GOOD
LYING. HE TELLS HIM THAT You HAVE
TO BE ABLE TO SHAKE AND CHANGE
THE COLOR OF YOUR FACE . YOU HAVE TO
ACT EXCITEABLE SO THAT You CAN
FOOL PEOPLE. YOU MUST ALSO GET
GOOD AT LISING THE RIGHT WORDS. RICH-
ARD 18 HAPPY WHEN HE FINDS OUuT
THAT BLICKINGHAM KNOWS ALMOST AS
MUCH ABOUT LYING AS HE DOES.

345 76 Toweg whlls

CANST THOU QUAKE AND CHANGE THY
COLOR , MURDER THY BREATH IN THE

MIDDLE OF A WORD, AND THEN AGAIN
BEGIN AND STOP A5AIN AS IF THOU
WERT MAD WITH TERROR 4

I CAN COUNTERFEIT THE DEEP TRAG-
EDIAN, SPEAK AND LOOK BACK, AND
PRY ON EVERY S\DE, TREMBLE AND
START AT WAGGING OF A STRAW,

INTENDING DEEP SUSPICION. GHAST-
LY LOOKS ARE AT MY SERVICE, LIKE
ENFORCED SMILES,

25
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5 RICHARD AND BUCKINGHAM DIS-

CUSS THE TACTICS OF TERRORISM,
THE MAYOR COMES, AND AS THEY
TALK, TWO OF RICHARD'sS MEN BRING
ouT HASTING'S HEAD AND SHOW IT
TO EVERYBODY. THEN THEY USE
HASTINGS AS AN EXAMPLE OF A GOOD
LIAR. HE COULD FOOL PEOPLE INTO
THINKING HE WAS LOYAL. NOW RICH-
ARD AND BUCKINGHAM USE THE
MAYOR TO PRACTICE UP ON THEIR
LYING. THEY TELL HIM THAT HASTINGS
WAS PLANNING TO KILL THEM ALL.
THEN THEY TELL SOME LIES ABOUT
KING EDWARD ... THAT HE THOUGHT

MORE ABOUT GIRLS THAN ABOUT BEING

A GOOD KING , AND THAT THE TWO

PRINCES ARE NOT HIS REAL CHILDREN.,

ONE OF THE THINGS THAT RICHARD
KNOWS ABOUT LYING IS THAT IF You
WANT ALL THE PEOPLE TO BELIEVE
SOMETHING, ALL You HAVE TO DO 16
TELL THE MAYOR BECAUSE MAYORS
KNOW THE IMPORTANT PEOPLE.

SO DEAR I LOVED THE MAN THAT
T MUST WEEP... SO SMOOTH HE
DAUBED HIS VICE WITH SHOW
OF VIRTUE...

WELL WELL, HE
WAS THE COVORT-
EST, SHELTERED
TRAITOR THAT
EVER LIVED.

BUT I'LL
ACQUAINT



HIS IS A SHORT SCENE BUT IT IS VERY
IMPORTANT. A MESSENGER READS
THE FALSE CHARGES AGAINST POOR
HASTINGS, WHO WASN'T EVEN GIVEN
THE OPPORTLINITY OF A COURT TRIAL.
IT IS OBVIOUS THAT SOMETHING \S
WRONG WITH THE WAY THE HASTINGS
CASE WAS HANDLED. WHEN THINGS
LIKE THIS HAPPEN, THERE IS SOME-
THING WRONGE WITH THE WORLD.

WHO 1S SO0 GROSS THAT
CANNOT SEE THIS PALP-
ABLE DEVICE ? YET WHO
SO BOLD BUT SAY HE

SEES IT NOT 2 BAD 1S
THE WORLD, AND ALL
WILL COME TO NOUGHT
WHEN SUcH ILL DEALING
MUST BE SEEN IN THOUGHT.

336 sgrr
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mtcHAaD HAS FOOLED LADY ANN. HE HAS GOTTEN
RID OF CLARENCE, ELIZABETH'S RELATIVES, AND
HASTINGS . HIS TWO NEPHEWS ARE OUT OF HIS WAY
IN THE TOWER AND HE HAS WON THE MAYOR AND
THE PEOPLE OVER TO HIS SIDE. ALL THIS HE HAS DONE
WITH JUST HIS BRAINS AND HIS MOUTH. SOME
@ PEOPLE ARE GOOD BUT NOT VERY SMART. BUT SOME-
HOW WE KNOW THAT THEY ARE MOSTLY RIGHT.
© SOME PEOPLE ARE BOTH GOOD AND SMART, AND WE
KNOW THAT THEY ARE MOSTLY RIGHT. BUT RICHARD
(9 @ 1S JUST SMART AND NOT GOOD. AND SOMEHOW WE
KNOW THAT HE IS MOSTLY WRONG. HE DOESN'T FIT
) \NTO THE UNIVERSE VERY WELL. BUT WHY DO WE STILL
- LOVE RICHARD ? PERHAPS IT IS BECAUSE WE CAN SEE
), A LITTLE BIT OF OURSELVES IN HIM, ALSO BECAUSE WE
@ KNOW THERE ARE SOME SEEDS OF GOOD SOMEWHERE
INSIDE HIM . WE WISH THAT HIS AMBITION WOULD NOT
CHOKE THEM. WHY CAN'T THE SMARTNESS K THE
p AMBITION AND THE GOOD LIVE TOGETHER IN PEACE ?
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OMEONE AS SMART AS RICHARD wouLD
AT LEAST WANT PEOPLE TO THINK THAT
HE IS GOOD. SO IN THIS SCENE WE FIND
HiM LYING ABOUT HIS BEING A LIAR. HE
IS TELLING THE WORLD'S BIGGEST LIE, AND
LIES ABOUT HiS DEVOTIONAL LIFE. THE
MAYOR AND SOME OFFICIALS COME TO
THE CASTLE, SO RICHARD GETS BUSY PRE-
TENDING THAT' HE IS RELIGIOUS, HE GETS

A CHURCH BOOK , AND, KNEELING DOWN

BETWEEN TwoO CHURCHMEN HE ACTS

LIKE HE IS PRAYING HARD,

WHEN HOLY AND DEVOUT
RELIGIOUS MEN ARE AT
THEIR BEADS, ‘T\S MUcH To
DRAW THEM THENCE, SO
SWEET 1S ZEALOUS CONTEM-
PLATION . )

237 é%z‘ DS ,451’@
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ow THE MAYOR 1S SURE THAT
RICHARD 1S THE RIGHT MAN TO
BE KING. HE BEGS AND BEGS
RICHARD To ACCEPT THE CROWN,
FINALLY RICHARD LETS THE MAYOR
WIN THE ARGUMENT AND SAVS
THAT HE WILL TAKE THE JOB,
EVEN THOUGH HE IS NOT TOO
EXCITED ABOUT IT.

GOD BLESS YOUR
GRACE /! WE SEE
:; AND WiILL SAY

SINCE YOU WILL BUCKLE FORTUNE
ON MY BACK,TO BEAR HER BURDEN,
WHER T WiLL OR NO, I MUST
HAVE PATIENCE TO ENDURE THE
LOAD.... FOR GOP DOTH KNOW,
AND YOU MAY PARTLY SEE, How
1EAR I AM FROM THE DESIRE OF
His.




O ILL-DISPERSING WIND OF
MISERY / O MY ACCURSED

wome, THE BED OF DEATH ./
A COCKATRICE HAST THOU
HATCHED TO THE WORLD,

WHOSE UNAVOIDED EVE 1S
MURDEROUS .

AR CUT MY LACE
ASUNDER THAT MY
PENT HEART MAY

HERE ARE THREE PEOPLE WHO REALLY KNOW

WHAT RICHARD 1S LIKE ; HIS WIFE, ANNE ; HIS
MOTHER ,THE DUCHESS OF YORK, ‘AND His
SISTER-IN- LAW, QUEEN EL|ZABETH. THEY
HAVE COME TO THE TOWER TO VISIT WITH
THE TWO YOUNG PRINCES BUT THE GUARD
OUTSIDE THE TOWER TELLS THEM THAT RICH -
ARD IS NOW THE NEW KING AND THAT HE
WILL NOT ALLOW ANVYONE TO VISIT THE TWO
PRINCES, THIS NEWS MAKES THE LADIES DIS-
TRESSED. AS THEY TALK ABROUT IT, STANLEY
COMES WITH MORE BAD NEWS ; LADV ANNE

HAVE SOME SCOPE
TO BEAT...

IS NOW THE QUEEN, ANNE 1S NOT VERY HAPPY
ABOUT THIS AND WE WILL FIND OUT WHY.,
THIS IS A SAD TIME FOR ENGLAND AND FOR
THE LADIES . THE COUNTRY WILL BE A “SLAUGH-
TER HOUSE”., QUEEN ELIZABETH WIiLL HAVE
TO GO AND HIDE SOMEWHERE. THE OLD DUCH~
€SS OF YORK KNOWS SHE WILL BE GLOooOMY
FOR THE REST OF HER LIFE. AND WHAT ABOUT
POOR LADY ANNE ?

431 berore e TOWER
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Eoon LADY ANNE / SHE WILL HAVE TO
BE RICHARD'S QUEEN. FOR SHE, K HER-~
SELF PRONOUNCED A CURSE UPON
HERSELF BEFORE SHE WAS MARRIED
TO HIM. SHE HOPED THAT WHOEVER
MARRIED RICHARD WOULD HAVE A
SAD LIFE AND NOT GET MUCH REST.
IN ACT 1, BUCKINGHAM SAID, "CURS-
ES NEVER PASS THE LIPS OF THOSE
THAT BREATH THEM IN THE AIR.”
THAT'S ONE TIME WHEN HE WAS
RIGHT. SO NOW LADY ANNE BECOMES
ONE OF THE SADDEST QUEENS IN THE
HISTORY OF ENGLAND . SHE KNOWS
THAT RICHARD REALLY DOESN'T LIKE
HER AND SHE FEARS FOR HER LIFE.

AND I WITH ALL UNWILLINGNESS
WILL GO. O WOULD TO GOD THAT
THE INCLUSIVE VERGE OF GOLDEN
METAL THAT MUST ROUND MY
BROW WERE RED-HOT STEEL
TO SEAR ME TO THE
BRAINS / ANOINTED
LET ME BE WITH

DEADLY VENOM AND
PDIE ERE MEN CAN
SAY, “GOD SAVE
THE QUEEN.”




THEY LAST AND WE REJOICE IN THEM ?

STILL LIVE THEY,
AND FOREVER
LET THEM LAST,

THUS HIGH , BY THY ADVICE AND THY ASSISTANCE
IS KING RICHARD SEATED. BUT SHALL WE
WEAR THESE GLORIES FOR A DAY ? OR SHALL

mlCHARD IS NOW CROWNED KING. HE HAS

MAPE IT TO THE TOP. BUT, THE PROBLEM 1S
THAT YOU CAN'T GET ANY HIGHER THAN
THAT WITHOUT LOVE IN YOUR HEART. SO
NOW THERE IS ONLY ONE WAY THAT RICH-
ARD CAN LOOK ... AND THAT IS DOWN. BUT
AS SOON AS YOU START LOOKING DOWN,
YOoU BECOME AFRAID OF FALLING . THAT
1S WHAT 1S BEGINNING TO HAPPEN TO
RICHARD. REMEMBER WHAT OLD MARG -
ARET SAID 2... " THEY THAT STAND HIGH
HAVE MANY BLASTS TO SHAKE THEM, AND

IF THEY FALL, THEY DASH THEMSELVES
TO PIECES.”
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WHY, THERE THOU HAST IT / TWo
DEEP ENEMIES, FOES TO MY REST
AND MY SWEET SLEEP'S DISTURB-
ERS, ARE THEY THAT I WOULD
HAVE THEE DEAL UPON.

ND THERE ARE MANY BLASTS THAT CAN
SHAKE RICHARD. THERE ARE THE TWO PRINCES
STILL IN THE TOWER . THEY WOULD BE FIRST
N LINE FOR THE CROWN [F THINGS DON'T
WORK OUT WITH RICHARD. SO HIS FIRST OF-
FICIAL ACT IN THE PRESSING NATIONAL ST~
UATION (6 TO MAKE SURE THAT THE LITTLE
PRINCES ARE NOT A THREAT TO HIS JOB. A
MAN NAMED TYRREL (LIKE TYRANNY) BE-
COMES THE FIRST MEMBER OF RICHARD'S
STAFF. HIS FIRST GOVERNMENTAL DUTY IS
TO MAKE SURE THAT THE LITTLE PRINCES
DON'T LIVE ANY LONGER . TYRREL LIKES HIS
NEW JOB BECAUSE IT PAYS WELL AND HE
LIKES MONEY MORE THAN ANYTHING.

LET ME HAVE OPEN MEANS
TO COME TO THEM, AND
SOON I'LL RID YOU FROM
THE FEAR OF THEM.

4

BUT I AM SO FAR IN BLOOD
THAT SIN WILL PLUCK ON
SIN. TEAR FALLING PITY

DWELLS NOT IN THIS EVYE.

0]
‘\ .
3 -

7
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EAE SEEMS TO MAKE PEOPLE SUSPICIOUS OF OTHER PEOPLE.
ALL RICHARD CAN THINK ABOUT ARE “THE BLASTS"THAT CAN
SHAKE HIM . THERE 1S HIS WIFE, ANNE ., SHE MUST BE OUT OF
THE WAY ToO / FOR HE KNOWS THAT
SHE WILL NEVER LOVE HIM ANYWAY
SO IT WOULP BE DANGEROUS FOR HIM

To HAVE HER AROLIND, HOW CAN YOou OH, LET ME
LOVE SOMEONE WHO KILLED YOUR THINK ON
FATHER-IN-LAW AND YoUR FIRST HUS- HASTINGS
BAND? WHILE MY
FEARFUL

HEAD ISON,

AND THEN THERE 15 BUCKINGHAM / HE DION'T AGREE
RIGHT AWAY WITH RICHARD'S PLAN FOR THE LITTLE
PRINCES . POOR BUCKINGHAM, WHO HAS HELPED
RICHARD TO GET FAMOUS MORE THAN ANYONE ELSE,
RICHARD 1S NOW AFRAID THAT BUCKINGHAM WILL
TURN AGAINST HiM. SO BUCKINGHAM DECIDES TO
LEAVE TOWN WHILE HIS HEAD IS STILL ON. TOO BAD
LADY ANNE DIDN'T” THINK OF THAT /
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GUILTY OF.

433 wre (e

YR!ZEL AND HIS TWO FOUL FRIENDS HAVE FINISHED
THEIR NEFARIOUS TASK AT THE TOWER AND
TYRREL REPORTS BACK TO RICHARD THAT EVERY-
THING WENT ACCORDING TO PLAN, BUT EVEN
TYRREL THINKS THAT THIS WAS A TERRIBLE CRIME
AND SAVYS THAT IT WAS “A PIECE OF RUTHLESS
BUTCHERY.”

=

THE TYRANNOUS AND BLOODY
ACT 1S DONE , THE MOST ARCH
DEED OF PITEOUS MASSACRE
THAT EVER YET THIS LAND WAS



FOR NOW I KNOW THE BRIT-
AIN RICHMOND AIMS AT
YOUNG ELIZABETH..TO
HER GO I, A JOLLY,
THRIVING WOOER..

mucumzo MANAGES TO FIND A FEW
QUIET MOMENTS ALONE FOR RE-
FLECTION AND SOME SHORT RANGE
PLANNING WHEN HE IS STRUCK BY A
BRILLIANT IDEA ... ANOTHER WIFE /.
OF COURSE ... QUEEN EL\ZABRETH'S
PRETTY DAUGHTER. A MARRIAGE TO
SOMEONE IN THE FAMILY WoOULD CINCH HIS POSITION AS
KING. IT WOULD CERTAINLY ADD MORE ROYAL BLOOD TO
THE HOUSEHOLD . BESIDES, WHAT IF SOMEONE ELSE
WERE TO MARRY THE PRINCESS ? THEN RICHARD WoOULD
HAVE SOME POLITICAL COMPETITION. NOW HE KNOWS
WHAT TO REMEMBER TO DO TOMORROW . HE MUST ASK
QUEEN ELIZABETH FOR HER DAUGHTER'S HAND IN MAR-
RIAGE , AND HE MUST CONVINCE HER THAT IT COULD BE
AN EXCITING AND MEANINGFUL RELATIONSHIP, THIS
CERTAINLY WILL NOT BE EASY, SO HE MUST THINK UP
SOME GOOD WORDS TO USE ON QUEEN ELIZABETH. SHE
IS STILL MAD AT HIM FOR HAVING HER OTHER TWO
CHILDREN XILLED.

AS RICHARD IS WORKING ON THIS PROBLEM, SLUIDDENLY RATCLIFFE COMES WITH
NEWS THAT ARMIES ARE BEING ORGANIZED AGAINST RICHARD . ONE ARMY IS
UNDER THE COMMAND OF THE EARL OF RICHMOND, AND ANOTHER BY, GUESS
WHO ? BUCKINGHAM ./
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@LD MARGARET LURKS AROUND THE PAL-

38

ACE TO HAUNT QUEEN ELIZABETH AND
THE DUCHESS AS THEY MOURN THE LOSS
OF THE TWO PRINCES. SHE TELLS THEM
THAT THEY ARE PAYING THEIR DUES
NOW FOR ALL THE EVIL THEY DID WHEN
THEY WERE QUEENS. FINALLY ALL
THREE OF THEM CURSE RICHARD. EVEN
H1S OWN MOTHER CANNOT THINK OF
ANYTHING NICE TO SAY ABOUT HIM,

0. THOU DIOST PROPHESY THE TIME WOULD
COME THAT I SHOULD WisH FOR THEE TO

HELP ME CURSE THAT
BOTTLED SPIDER THAT
FOUL BUNCH -BAEKED

SO NOW PROSPERITY
BEGINS TO MELLOW
AND DROP INTO THE
ROTTEN MOUTH
OF DEATH.
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AS T INTEND
MORE GOOD TO
You AND YOURS
THAN EVER YOU
AND YOURS BY
ME WERE HARM-
ED /...THEN KNOW
THAT FROM MY

SOUL I LOVE THY
DALIGHTER .

HIS WOULD BE A GOOD TIME FOR RICHARD TO COME IN SO THAT

HE COULD FIND OUT WHAT EVERYBODY THINKS ABOUT HIM. (T
MIGHT DO HIM SOME GOOD. SUPDENLY RICHARD ENTERS WITH
HIS STAFF OF AIDS. WE ARE GLAD. THE DUCHESS CURSES
HIM TO HIS FACE AND SAYS THAT SHE HOPES THE ENEMY WINS
THE COMING BATTLE. ELIZABETH AGREES., BUT RICHARD
DOESN'T CARE WHAT ANYBODY THINKS . HE HAS SOMETHING
TO TALK TO ELIZABETH ABOUT, AND WE ALREADY KNOW
WHAT (T 1S. BUT ELIZABETH DOESN'T LISTEN WELL. SHE
KEEPS ON INSULTING RICHARD, BUT HE ARGUES ON AS IF HE
DOESN'T HEAR HER. BuUT, FINALLY HE GETS HER TO ACCEPT
HIS PROPOSAL BY CONVINCING HER THAT HE LOVES PRINCESS
ELIZABETH AND THAT THIS IS WIS LITTLE WAY OF SHOWING
HER THAT HE 1S SORRY FOR ALL THE HASSLES HE HAS
CAUSED. BESIDES THAT, WOULDN'T IT BE WONDERFUL FOR
QUEEN ELIZABETH TO BE A GRAND-
MOTHER. THIS MARRIAGE WOULD
ALSO HELP TO MAKE THE PEOPLE
LESS NERVOUS ABOUT THE GOVERN-
MENT. RICHARD WINS AGAIN
WITH HIS SUGAR TONGUE . HE
THINKS THAT FOOLING LADIES IS
REALLY FUN. AFTER SHE LEAVES

HE LAUGHS AND LAUGHS . HE CALLS
HER A “"RELENTING FOOL AND
SHALLOW, CHANGING WOMAN. "

BUT HOW LONG
FAIRLY SHALL
HER SWEET
LIFE LAST ?
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mow THE THUNDER OF WAR STARTS TO

OUT ON YE, OWLS /.. NOTHING BUT

SONGS OF DEATH ? MARCH ON,

MARCH ON, SINCE WE ARE UPIN

ARMS , IF NOT TO FIGHT WITH

FOREIGN ENEMIES K YET TO BEAT

DOWN THESE REBELS HERE
AT HOME.

RUMBLE. SOME MESSENGERS TELL RICH-
ARD THAT ARMIES AND NAVIES ARE
GROWING IN STRENGTH TO DEFEAT HIM,
AND THAT EVERYBODY 1S JOINING UP.
Now, RICHARD 1S STARTING TO GET
TWITCHY ABOUT THE WAR NEWS. HE
EVEN PUNCHES OUT ONE OF THE MES~
SENGERS.

MY LORD,
THE ARMY
OF GREAT
BUCKINGHAM.,..

RICHMOND 1S ON THE SEAS,
HE MAKES FOR ENGLAND,
HERE TO CLAIM THE CROWN.

A MESSENGER FINALLY BRINGS SOME
GOOD NEWS TO CHEER RICHARD UP ;
BUCKINGHAM HAS BEEN CAPTURED
BY SOME OF RICHARD'S MEN. THIS
1S \T FOR BUCKINGHAM.



INTHE STY OF THE
MOST DEADLY
BOAR MY SON
GEORGE STANLEY
1S FRANKED upP
INHOLD ; IFI
REVOLT, OFF
GOES YOUNG
GEORGE'S
HEAD.

Fy

55 [ 5151\\116}‘3 HousE,

W E REMEMBER STANLEY AND HIS DREAM
ABOUT THE WILD PIG. STANLEY HAS AN-
OTHER PROBLEM NOW. HE FEELS THAT
HE WOULD LIKE TO LEAVE RICHARD'S ARMY
AND JOIN THE ARMY OF THE EARL OF RICH-
MOND . BUT THE PROBLEM IS THAT RICHARD
HAS STANLEY'S SON GEORGE LOCKED UP
IN HIS ROOM. RICHARD SAYS THAT HE
WILL CHOP GEORGE'S HEAD OFF IF STANLEY
CHANGES SIDES. SO STANLEY DECIDES

[Loro smaweer ] NOT TO MAKE ANY BIG CHANGES AT THIS

POINT. BUT HE STILL HOPES THAT RICHARD
WILL LOSE THE WAR.

ISN'T IT STRANGE THAT STANLEY'S DREAM WAS NOT ABOUT
HIMSELF, BUT RATHER ABOUT HIS SON GEORGE ? PERHAPS
THIS SHOWS THAT OUR CHILDREN ARE MORE PART OF OUR-
SELVES THAN WE THINK . SINCE GEORGE 1S SAVED AT THE
END, PERHAPS THIS TELLS LIS SOMETHING ABOUT DREAMS
TOO...THAT THEY CAN WARN US ABOUT THINGS SO THAT
WE WILL BE CAREFUL .



THAT HIGH ALL-SEER WHICH 1
DALLIED WITH HATH TURNED
MY FEIGNED PRAYER ON MY
HEAD AND GIVEN IN EARNEST
WHAT X
BEGGED IN
JEST. THUS
DOTH HE FORCE
THE SWORDS
OF WICKED MEN
TOo TURN THEIR
OWN POINTS
IN THEIR MAS-
TERS' BOSOMS,

HE SHALL SPLIT THY VERY HEART
WITH SORROW.

OOR BUCKINGHAM IS ACCUSED OF HIGH
TREASON. AS HE IS LED TO EXECUTION, HE
THINKS ABOUT HOW WEIRD IT IS THAT
TODAY 1S A SPECIAL CHURCH DAY CALLED
“ALL SOULS’ DAY ” IT WAS SUPPOSED TO
BE BAD LUCK TO DIE ON THIS DAY. BUT
LONG AGO,BUCKINGHAM ONCE SAID, “MAY I DIE ON ALL
SOuULS’ DAY IF T EVER DO ANYTHING AGAINST KING ED-
WARD 'S FAMILY.” BUCKINGHAM IS THINKING ABOUT THIS
DUMB BARGAIN HE MADE WITH GOD, ALSO ABOUT HOW
HE HAS FAILED TO KEEP HIS PART OF THE

DEAL. SOMETHING ELSE BOTHERS HiM ToO,/
OLD MARGARET ONCE WARNEDP BUCKINGHAM
THAT RICHARD WOULD SPLIT HIS HEART
WITH SORROW.
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NO
MATTER
How
8AD
THINGS
GET
THERE
s
ALWAYS
THE
HOPE
THAT
GOODNESS
wiLL
FINALLY
w.N [ ]
WE
KNOW
THAT /

HERE 1S ONE BLAST

LEFT TO SHAKE RICH-
ARD. IT IS RICHMOND
AND HE 1S READY FOR
BATTLE .

EVERY MAN'S CONSCIENCE
C_S\A THOUSAND MEN TO FIGHT

AGAINST THIS GUILTY HOMICIDE.

FELLOWS IN ARMS AND MY MOST LOVING FRIENDS, BRUISED
UNDERNEATH THE YOKE OF TYRANNY, THUS FAR INTO THE
BOWELS OF THE LAND HAVE WE MARCHED ON WITHOUT
IMPEDIMENT ; AND HERE RECEIVE WE FROM OUR FATHER
STANLEY LINES OF FAIR COMFORT AND ENCOURAGEMENT.,
THE WRETCHED, BLOODY, AND USURPING BOAR, THAT
SPOILED YOUR SUMMER FIELDS AND FRUITFUL VINES, SWILLS
YOUR WARM BLOOD LIKE WASH, AND MAKES HIS TROUGH IN
YOUR EMBOWLED BOSOMS , THIS FOUL SWINE EVEN IN THE
CENTER OF THIS ISLE, NEAR TO THE TOWN OF LEICESTER,
AS WE LEARN. FROM TAMWORTH THITHER IS
BUT ONE DAY'S MARCH. IN GOD'S NAME CHEERLY
ON, COURAGEOUS FRIENDS, TO REAP THE HARVEST
OF PERPETUAL PEACE BY THIS ONE BLOODY TRIAL )/
OF SHARP WAR ... TRUE HOPE IS SWIFT AND FLIES
WITH SWALLOWS’ WINGS ; KINGS IT MAKES GODS,
AND MEANER CREATURES , KINGS.
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4& THE TWO ARMIES WAIT FOR MORNING . BOTH LEADERS BEGIN TO THINK
4 TRIP 1S THE FEAR THAT HIS

44

ABOUT WHAT THEY HAVE GOING. RICHARD'S
NAME AROUSES IN THE HEADS OF +11S ENEMIES AND THE ABILITY OF His

GENERALS . HE ALSO HAS THREE TIMES AS MANY MEN AS RICHMOND.
BUT RICHMOND HAS THE KIND OF COURAGE THAT COMES WITH A CLEAN
CONSCIENCE . HE HAS NEVER HARMED ANYBODY ON PURPOSE AND HE

AND PLANS HIS STRATEGY VERY CAREFULLY. RICHARD ON THE OTH-
ERHAND, HAS HURT MANY PEOPLE ON PURPOSE , SO HE 1S ALWAYS
AFRAID OF BEING HURT BACK. HE DRINKS SOME WINE RIGHT BE-~
FOR BEDTIME HOPING THAT IT WILL GIVE HIM SOME COURAGE.
BOTH LEADERS FALL TO SLEEP. BUT IN THE DARK NIGHT SOME-
THING SPOOKY HAPPENS. ELEVEN GHOSTS APPEAR. THEY ARE
& THE GHOSTS OF ALL THE PEOPLE RICHARD HAS KILLED. THEY
TELL RICHARD THAT HE WILL LOSE THE WAR AND THEY TELL
Q RICHMOND THAT HE WiLL BE THE WINNER . RICHARD WAKES
; g UP FROM THIS HEAVY DREAM AND HIS HEAD IS BOTHERED
BY ALL H{S SELFISHNESS AND EVIL. THE NEXT MORNING
THE SUN DOESN'T SHINE IN THE SKY BUT \T SHINES IN THE
HEART OF THE EARL OF RICHMOND. HE CALLS HIS 50LD-
3 IERS TOGETHER AND LEADS THEM TO BATTLE. RICHARD
GETS UP EARLY TOO. BUT THE SUN SHINES NOWHERE

FOR HIM. HE HOPES THAT HE CAN WIN THE BATTLE
WITH ONLY MEN AND WEAPONS. WE WILL FIND ouT.

0 COWARD
CONSCIENCE, HOW
DOST THOU AFFLICT,

ME /
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THE BATTLE DOESN'T GO WELL FOR RICHARD . HiS HORSE /\7’//—\ \\
HAS BEEN KILLED AND HE IS DESPERATE. HE SAYS THAT /
HE WOULD TRADE HIS WHOLE KINGDOM FOR A HORSE. ™

\

HIS HORSE IS SLAIN, AND ALL

g N (ON FOOT HE FIGHTS' SEEKING
o i FOR RICHMOND IN THE THROAT
OF DEATH . RESCUE, FAIR LORD,
OR ELSE THE DAY IS LOST /

A HORSE ! A HorsE !/
MY KINGDOM
FOR A HORSE /
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) I\ IT'S ALL OVER FOR RICHARD. HE HAS 2
WY BEEN LOST IN ACTION. RICHMOND 1S /f/f)?%

Rl

THE VICTOR AND RICHARD’'S CROWN IS

NOW PLACED UPON THE HEAD OF HENRY

OF RICHMOND AND HE WIiLL MARRY

PRETTY PRINCESS ELIZABETH NEXT WEEK. Now
THE HOUSE OF YORK AND THE HOUSE OF LANCASTER
WILL BE TOGETHER AGAIN AND PEACE AND HAPPL-
NESS WILL COME. THANK YOu , RICHARD, RICHMOND,
AND THE CAST FOR HELPING US TO UNDERSTAND
OURSELVES BETTER.

AND LET THEIR HEIRS 6OD, IF THEY WILL BE SO,
ENRICH THE TIME TO EOME WITH SMOOTH -
FACED PEACE, WITH SMILING PLENTY, AND
EAIR PROSPEROUS DAYS / ABATE THE EDGE
OF TRAITORS , GRACIOUS LORD, THAT
WOULD REDUCE THESE BLOODY DAYS
| \ AGAIN AND MAKE POOR ENGLAND WEEP
. IN STREAMS OF BLOOD / LET THEM NOT
LIVE TO TASTE THIS LAND'S INCREASE THAT WOULD WITH
TREASON WOUND THIS FAIR LAND'S PEACE ./ NOW CiVIL
WARS ARE STOPPED, PEACE LIVES AGAIN ; THAT SHE MAY
LONG L\VE HERE, GOD SAY AMEN /

N/

'y -
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